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Two excel files are available. (1) “F2SC District Data_v web” that includes school district level data for each district that responded to the Farm to School Census and (2) “F2SC State and National Summary_v web” that includes state level summary statistics for those school districts that responded to the Farm to School Census. The district level data file includes secondary data from the Common Core of Data (CCD) Universe Survey School File for 2011-12 from the National Center for Education Statistics for each school district. The state level data file also includes national statistics aggregated from the state level data. For more information, please contact Matt Benson with the USDA Farm to School Program at matthew.benson@fns.usda.gov.

About the Census

Introduction
The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA) formally established a Farm to School Program within USDA to improve access to local foods in schools. In order to establish realistic goals with regard to increasing the availability of local foods in schools, USDA conducted a nationwide Farm to School Census (the Census).
 
Survey Design
The Census questionnaire primarily asked all U.S. public school districts about their farm to school activities during the 2011-2012 school year. After reviewing existing farm to school survey instruments, an initial questionnaire was developed by USDA researchers and reviewed by external farm to school stakeholder groups. In addition to receiving feedback about the questionnaire from these stakeholders, a pre-test was completed with select individuals to help refine and finalize the survey questionnaire. The National Farm to School Network also contributed to early questionnaire designs. Those school districts that did not engage in farm to school activities in the 2011-2012 school year were asked to complete a shorter, modified version of the survey.

The Census prioritized gathering procurement data related to local sourcing, with documentation of additional farm to school activities (e.g., the prevalence of school gardens, promotional activities, and curriculum integration, etc.) as a secondary objective. Procurement data included the types and frequency of local products purchased, the percentage of overall food budget spent on local foods, and the degree to which local purchasing is expected to increase, stay the same, or decrease.

The target survey population included primarily public school districts from all 50 states and Washington, DC. Some states were not able to screen out private schools and charter schools from requests to complete the Census. For almost all states, responses from private and charter schools are not included in the results reported here as they are not statistically representative. Statistics for Kansas do include charter and private schools as do statistics for the District of Columbia. For all other states, charter schools were included if they were part of a multi-site charter school district.
 
Data Collection Process
An online website link to the Census questionnaire was disseminated to school food service directors in March 2013. Requests to complete the Census questionnaire came primarily from the state agency responsible for administering school nutrition programs. In some states, additional requests and encouragement to participate in the Census came from interested third-parties. In general, food service directors received up to four reminder emails and up to three reminder phone calls to complete the Census between March and July. Data collection was closed from August to mid-October while a preliminary data set was developed. Following publication of preliminary data, USDA distributed a final request to complete the Census questionnaire to school food service directors that had not completed the Census in late October 2013. As part of this final request, non-respondent districts received three additional reminder emails. The Census data collection period officially closed on November 30, 2013.
Responses were collected electronically via SurveyMonkey. Additionally, school districts had the option of completing a hard-copy, fax-back version. Approval by the Office of Management and Budget was received prior to distribution of the Census (OMB approval #0536--0069) as required by the Paperwork Reduction Act. Data were gathered at the school district level, not the individual school level. Participation in the Census was voluntary and school districts were informed that their responses were not considered confidential.

Throughout the data collection process, school food service directors were asked to review and correct select Census data. During the summer of 2013 school districts that provided inconsistent information about their total food budget and the percent of food dollars spent on local foods during the 2011-2012 school year were asked to correct their responses. Following publication of preliminary data in October 2013, school food service directors were again asked to review and update existing records. All records that were not corrected related to the school district’s total food budget and the percentage of food dollars spent on local food during the 2011-2012 school year that appeared to be inconsistent with the size of the school district were converted to missing values in the final data set.

USDA’s Farm to School Program partnered with the Economic Research Service to develop, implement, and analyze the Farm to School Census. A third-party contractor, Mathematica Policy Research, was responsible for staffing a help line, collecting the completed fax-back surveys and following up with non-respondents.

From a total of 13,133 public school districts in the target list frame, 9,896 school districts completed usable responses for a total response rate of over 75% percent. Of these, 8,719 usable responses were collected from March to July 2013 and another 1,177 usable responses from October to November 2013. The total number of responses from each school district by state can be found at the top of each state summary page on the Census website.
 
Non-Respondents
After four weeks of collecting data, USDA randomly identified and surveyed 91 non-respondents by phone to see how they compared to respondents. Non-respondents were asked to complete an abridged set of questions. When comparing non-respondents to respondents, findings show that non-respondents were fairly similar to respondents in terms of the proportion that were engaged in farm to school activities during the 2011-2012 school year.
 
Data Analysis
The results presented represent final data and include all records collected during phase one and phase two. All of the data presented are self-reported figures by each school district and may conflict with other data sources. Reported national and state-level averages are not weighted for non-response. Only those respondents who participated in farm to school activities during the 2011-2012 school year completed the full questionnaire.
